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Bigger and Better Meetings 
Those of us who recall the earlier meet ings of the Cotton 

Products  Analysts '  Socmty are certain to get a great  deal of 
pleasure and to take some little pride in the development of  
me meetings of The  American Oil Chemists '  Society to their 
present high state of soent ihc  merit, as well as in the large 
attendance and great  interest which is shown at these meetings. 

But, good as the New Orleans meetings have become, the 
outstanding feature of  the Society and the one which is build- 
ing it up and making it known as one of the really worthwhile 
s,clentihc groups in this country, are  the fall meetings which 
originated in New York only eight years ago, and which have 
reached a fuller development at Chicago where  the past four  
meetings have been held and where the eighth annual  meeting 
is being held this month. 

The  work of Har ry  Trevithick in putt ing across those early 
meetings at New York should never be forgotten by the So- 
ciety. The  meetings were so successful  tha t  they fulfilled their 
mission and led to the broader development, which was possible 
at Chicago because Chicago is not only the center of a very 
large group of members  but is easily reached; because the oil 
chemist  naturally gravitates to Chicago and feels at home there, 
and because he finds so many interesting plants there where he 
is made welcome. 

Looking back five years we recall the first Chicago meeting, 
which was held at the Congress Hotel, in quarters  which were 
decidedly inadequate, because even the most  optimistic of  that  
fine, aggressive Chicago Convention Committee had not antici- 
pated the large attendance, based upon previous experience at 
New York and New Orleans. 

The  following year saw the meeting moved into the Florentine 
Room, with fine exhibits right in the meeting room, and the 
bov~ling tournament  moved f rom the Stevens Hotel Annex  
(many  of  you will recall the description of how to reach the 
Alleys which sounded like directions for get t ing through the 
Crystal  Maze) .  

U p  to that time the entertainment had consisted entirely of 
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Chinese Peanut Crop 

Although  the 1934 peanut acreage in 
China is believed to be somewhat smaller 
than  last year, the commercial crol~ will 
be about the same because of anticipated 
good yields, according to a recent radio- 
g ram received by the Bureau of  Agricul-  
tural Economics from Agricul tural  Corn- 

tae bowling (aside f rom the ladies' entertainment which was 
auequate t rom the very s tar t) .  In formal  and intimate lunch- 
cons nad become a regular  teature, and this second year saw 
an informal group get  together before the bowhng and enjoy 
a droner par ty that  was long remembered, and which was re- 
peated the Iodowmg year. 

2o last year it was decided to combine the bowling and  the 
dinner at the Medinah club, and to add a card par ty  for those 
not interested in bowling. This  dinner was generally pro- 
nounced the best enter tammet  ever presented at any meeting, but 
the ~mcago  conventmn committee says, "You haven t  seen a 
thing yet," as they have arranged for a better dinner, under  
more mvorable circumstances, with orchestrat accompaniment 
(you may dance if you please) this year. And  this year 's  
meeting will be held at the Medinah Club, which will concen- 
trate it and make it more intimate than  ever, with the finest 
club facilities available to all stopping at the club. Our  advice 
to anyone coming in for these talt meetings at Chicago is not 
to make any a r rangements  to try to do anything outsiue of  the 
meeting. Tha t  Chicago committee thinks of everything, and 
every moment is taken up, with three major  meetings, lunch- 
eons each day, a golf tournament, a bowling tournament,  a 
dance, a card party, and the finest lot of exhibits ever shown. 

W. H. Irwin, chairman, has led an earnest and ambitious 
Chicago convention committee through five years of unt ir ing 
effort to make this the best meeting of  its kind in the country. 
Wi th  such men as J. J. Vollertsen, L. M. Tolman, R. C. Newton, 
A. E. King, A. W.  Putland,  and others, upon the committee, 
success never was in doubt. 

W e  have been pleased to mention the development of the 
entertainment features  of the meeting, but the real meeting lies 
in the quality of  the programs presented, and the improvement 
in these programs is even more praiseworthy and astonishing 
than  the improvement  in entertainment.  The first program at 
Chicago was a good one. The  second program was better. 
Everyone present remarked at the serious interest taken in the 
meetings. Those at tending stayed through to the finish, even 
though the meetings sometimes lasted long past the allotted 
time. 

Dur ing the third meeting, out-of- town members  said to the 
Chicago committee, "You are building something very fine in 
these meetings." 

Last  year the p rogram was the best ever presented. But, this 
),ear, even the high point of  last year  is far  exceeded. This  
.year's program is so outstandingly meritorious that  it is at tract-  
mg tremendous attention, even outside the fields of Oil and 
Soap. One glance over that program fully convinces any Oil 
and Soap technician that  he can ill afford to miss it. Since it 
was announced, members  of the Chicago committee have re- 
ceived dozens of letters saying, "I'11 be back," or "I 've never 
attended before, but I'll be with you this time." 

These "Bigger  and Better" meetings mean much for the so- 
ciety. Every  member  should be proud of them, and should 
tell all his friends about them. 
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missioner O. L. Dawson at Shanghai.  The  
exports  of  the new crop peanuts f rom 
China during 1934-35 will probably be 
larger than last year because prices in 
European markets are higher  than  last 
season, says Dawson. Chinese peanut 
producers and shippers considered ~he 
1933-34 season as unsat isfactory because 
of low prices and a poor export  demand. 

The  United States was formerly an 
important  importer of peanuts f rom China 
but  the increase in the duty in 1930 com- 
bined with a considerable increase in do- 
mestic production has reduced imports to 

a negligible factor. The Chinese peanut 
situation, however, is still of  interest to 

American farmers because of the compe- 
tition of  Chinese peanuts and peanut oil 
with American cottonseed oil in European 
markets.  

The production of peanuts in China is 
concentrated mainly in nnrthern China 
in the Provinces of  Shantung,  Eas tern  
Honan, Southern Hopei, and in the 
Kwangtung  Leased Terr i tory  extending 
into Manchuria.  From 50 to 65 per cent 
of the exports  move out  via Tsingtao in 
Shantung.  The  crop last year was about 
5 per cent below the large 1932 crop, but  
the supply available for export  was about 
the same as the year before because of 
the heavy carryover. 
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This year there seems to be no burden- 
some carryover. Practically all old crop 
peanuts in the principal market ing cen- 
ters will be exhausted by the end of  the 
1933-34 season on October 31, 1934, due 
to the good demand from other Chinese 
markets  in recent months, says Dawson. 

Tsingtao peanut merchants  have been 
disturbed recently by increased competi- 
tion from producers in Southern Man-  
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